Wisconsin Library Association Foundation

Wisconsin Library Heritage Center Steering Committee

Minutes of the August 25, 2009 Meeting 

The Wisconsin Library Heritage Center Steering Committee met at the WLA/WLAF Office at 1:00 p.m. on August 25, 2009.  Those present were Larry T. Nix, Chair, Lori Belongia, Pete Gilbert, and Ruth Ann Montgomery.  Nix indicated that he had received notification from Michael Edmonds, James Gollata, and Christine Pawley that they would not be attending the meeting because of other obligations.  

Nix reviewed the agenda and it was accepted as distributed. He distributed expense forms.
Nix reported on the website of the WLHC.  The website completed its first year of operation this month. In addition to a large amount of relatively static content, over 100 posts have been made to blog portion of the website. In July, 1,204 unique visitors made 5,055 visits to the site. For the same period there were 27,355 page views. This is pretty consistent with usage during previous months.
The Wisconsin Library Memorabilia Exhibit has been on display at the South Milwaukee Public Library and the Milwaukee Public Library so far this year. The Milwaukee exhibit was the largest exhibit so far. It will be on display at the Door County Public Library in September and October. In addition a special exhibit is being prepared for the 30th anniversary celebration of the Eastern Shores Library System in September. 
Nix told the group that Wisconsin Library Bulletin has been scanned as part of the Google Books project in cooperation with UW-Madison. Some early issues are appearing on the web, but this is very inconsistent. 
The Committee then moved to a consideration of Wisconsin Library Hall of Fame 2009 nominees.  Nix had previously sent out a list of possibilities along with his nomination of Charles Bunge as the first living inductee. No outside nominations were received. The Committee approved the induction of Charles Bunge, Matthew Dudgeon, Janice Kee, Henry Legler, Klas Linderfelt, Charles McCarthy, and Margaret Monroe. During its deliberations the Committee discussed the untimely resignation of Linderfelt as WLA President for personal misconduct, but decided to include him because of his previous accomplishments including his role in founding WLA. 
The Committee discussed some of the logistics relating to the induction of new members into the Library Hall of Fame.  Nix indicated that the WLA Board and the Awards Committee had agreed to allow the induction to take place at the Awards Banquet at the WLA Conference in Appleton on October 22. Nix asked Gilbert if he would be willing to make the actual presentation and Gilbert agreed to do so. Nix will take care of posting information about the inductees on the WLHC website.  Nix distributed possible wording for the plaque to be awarded to Bunge which was approved. Nix will arrange to get the plaque. 
The Committee agreed to review the Library Hall of Fame induction process for 2010 at its next meeting. 
Nix brought up the idea of Wisconsin Library Heritage Day which had been discussed by the Committee at its last meeting. In lieu of such a day, it was agreed that the WLHC should encourage libraries to take advantage of other occasion such as National Archives Month, Historic Preservation Week, and National Library Week to celebrate their heritage.
The Committee discussed the possibility of an oral history and/or personal memoir project.  Nix indicated that he has tried to recruit volunteers to investigate this idea more fully, but hasn’t had any success to date. If he doesn’t get volunteers, he will do some more investigation of options himself. 
Those present selected March 4 or March 11 as the best possible dates for the next meeting of the Committee. Nix will contact those that weren’t present about these dates.

Nix asked for the Committee’s approval to recommend two year WLHC Steering Committee appointments for Edmonds, Gollata, and Montgomery to the WLAF Board. They received initial appointments for one year in order to have rotating memberships on the Committee. The Committee approved making this recommendation. 

Nix will look into the possibility of some sort of display about the WLHC at the WLA Conference in Appleton.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

Submitted by,

Larry T. Nix

Chair, WLHC Steering Committee

